[The Pediatrician's ability to recognize the presenting signs and symptoms of retinoblastoma].
Retinoblastoma is the most frequent primary intraocular tumor in children. The most common presenting sign is leukocoria and the second one is strabism. In the developing countries extra ocular disease is seen more frequently because of delayed referral. Two hundred and thirty-nine patients with retinoblastoma admitted at the Pediatrics and Ophthalmology Departments of the Hospital do Cancer AC Camargo from 1986 to 1995 were evaluated regarding lag-time and tumor extension. Patients referred within less than 6 months presented a higher rate of intraocular disease compared with patients having a lag-time greater than 6 months (75% vs. 25%, p<0.001). No statistically significant difference was noted for patients with extra-ocular tumors. Early diagnosis is the gold standard for patients with Retinoblastoma and the pediatrician's ability to recognize the presenting signs and symptoms can lead to early diagnosis and efficient treatment.